PRE AMBLE

L ! | - L] L ] L] & L] &

Victoria Josephine Sandgren Harris

e July 5y 1865 there was born to Victor and Christina
JiiLarson Sandgren, in the beautiful, quist city of Ursla,
Sweden, a blue-eyed, fair haired daughter, whom they
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. named Victoria Josephine.

ﬁ%’ NQT'Victﬂr and Christina were ambitious, happy and
i %%iﬂﬂﬁasurE~1oving} and brought their daughters, Victoria
_ ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmd Amanda, up in an atmosphere of sunshine, clear
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5*ﬂﬂk35,'beaut1ful Plowers and immaculate cleanliness.
ts and sister and especially

| Victoria loved her paren
‘adnired her father in his
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dradm hizh black silk hat, white
rloves and long-tailed coat which be wore as 4n Inspector
on the feudal estate. ahe laster said of him "I thought
6f him as one of high position and importance and 1 was
Mother Lo wear an apron with
was bewildered by the hewiche-
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iproud"” and "1 never knew my
aaspot of soll on it." She
the waving of multitudes of -
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| ing waterways of Sweden and *
ﬁ}WJ thkérchiefg +hat welcomed the coming and the parting of
Eﬁ 10 puests at Swedish howes opnd Festivities. She was taught
;%!é;ﬁPﬁlbﬂ'CDUTtEOuSﬂ friendly and charming, tO spealk only
%ﬁﬁﬁ when spoken 1O, and to love all things God had made.
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%: .o When Vietoria was nine years old, she left the

. ‘beauty of her beloved Sweden and, with a heart full of

hEpE'that evervihing would be =1l right and with only a
she, with her parents

&
ﬁfalﬂﬂﬁgue.idea as to what was ahead, _ :
- and sister, hoarded a screw-propellling, iron-hulled
%ﬁ Steamer, aboulb 100 feet in length, to cross the vast
%@{% Atlantic to that land fiyhere, as she had been told,
iﬁ%fy "God was everywhere ‘nd He would protect everyonre {rom
%% harn.® (To one - ceustomed to ocean linmers of this day,
o ‘the steamers ol that +ime seem like tovs.) 3aid Victoria:
I was frightened; afraid of the
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%%Eﬁmwﬁﬁter; afraid the snip might S%Hk; afraid when the sun

ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬂent downn and darkness came. Bul We prayed and 1 listened

(ite people talking and t elling about the wonderful oppor-
_. Cod's country, with its wide, opel
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asﬁag- | /U0 people. :

o tunities in America _
| 'spaces and with freedom and justice for all.
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o As we finally reached New York, my heart stopped
Lipounding and L ~onlized T was a young lady of nine in a

' great new land
Was with us and He would

srotect us in this blessed
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and I should e unafraid for a Mormomn God
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Soon, her Zay, colorful Swedish costumes wWere
o}

.
replaced by the more simple lines worl by the fnerilcan
girlﬂj_and her plgtails wWere coiffured into soll,
flattering gtvles. ohe enjoyed having 2 good time but
never boisterous nor ihsistent on having her OWI
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Wway; was smmaculately clean ~nd dressed with taste and
refinement. Her soulful ey€S bespoke the love in her
heart.
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che attended the public schools in Utah and was

fascinated with the American system of learning and i
. | :

the books used. Her Mother, & sraclous and lovely H
lady, spoke only Swedish, nd Victoria often transliated

the Swedish into fnglish for family and friends.
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Not far from Pleasant Grove, Utah, was a mining
1

town where & tall , brmadnahoulderad, dark haired, gelf -
s heavy, his

anfficlent gentleman'wmrked. His hair wa
eye-browWs yushy and he wore a rmastacie across his 1ip
with the tips of it twirled 1nvo tiny endings. Handsone
he was and proud. HIS main social at+traction was LO
dress in his best <uit and attend the dancing socials

in town. He would sing most any time he felt like
singing and dance whenever he fell 1ike dancinge..

When Victoria wWas in her late Teens, she attendec
one of these dancing socials and there was £Lols tall,
nandsome man, she vod formerly met at school, named
George Henry purraston. Harri.s, 211 dressed up 10 his
party clothes. He Saw her [rom ACroOSS the voom, Tney
talked and danced and fell in love and Victoria knew
that those nyide open spaces of America" had & new
meaning and a new purpose and that God would be with

her all the rest of her life.

nued 1ives and destiny of Fictﬂria and
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